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An initial question
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The waterfront as a strategic urban resource
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The renaissance of the waterfront
as a statement of urban identity
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The waterfront as a test for a balanced
relationship between City and Port
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10 Principles for a 
Sustainable Development 
of Urban Waterfront Areas



In the context of the initiatives for the Global 
Conference on the Urban Future (URBAN 21) held in 
Berlin in July 2000 and in the course of the EXPO 2000 
World Exhibition

10 Principles for a Sustainable 
Development of Urban Waterfront Areas 

were approved.
These topics have been previously developed by 
Wasserstadt GmbH, Berlin in collaboration with the 
Centre Cities on Water, Venice in the course of 
international seminars attended by local administrators, 
public and private entrepreneurs, university professors 
and scholars of the processes to requalify urban 
waterfronts.



1 - Secure the quality of water and the environment;

2 - Waterfronts are part of the existing urban fabric;

3 - The historic identity gives character;

4 - Mixed use is a priority;

5 - Public access is a prerequisite.



6 - Planning in public private partnerships speeds the 
process;

7 - Public participation is an element of sustainability;

8 - Waterfronts are long term projects;

9 - Re-vitalization is an ongoing process;

10 - Waterfronts profit from international networking.
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