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The Power of 10: Rethinking Our Harbour as a Vital Public Space

- Hong Kong &

Designing a New Central Harbourfront
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Repositioning Cities

O The significant role of successful waterfronts in remaking and
repositioning cities

0 Need for good urban design, place making and place
marketing strategies in waterfront regeneration

O Importance of implementation, management, maintenance

and programming for the sustainable development of
waterfronts



Battery Park, New York
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(e Waterfront promenade for walking, jogging, biking etc.
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Battery Park, NY
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Visual and physical connection to the waterfront




Battery Park, NY

Popular outdoor dining along waterfront




Battery Park, NY




ChicagersiHarbeur @Lake Michigan
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The Award Winning Frank Gehry - designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion




Infrastructure as art - pedestrian bridge
connecting the park to the lakefront
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Singapore’s Marina Bay

Marina Centre Simulation of future developments Raffles Place

Artist's irfipression of the Downtowlt 2t Marin .-.+=

O Place marketing and repositioning Singapore both regionally
and internationally

O A regional player for sometime...... emerging as a truly
iInternational city in Asia?

Singapore Urban Redevelopment Authority — Marine Bay
http://www.marina-bay.sg/index.html



The Harbour District
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Central Harbourfront Area

Google Maps
http://maps.google.com/




Central Reclamation over the years

. Central Reclamation Phase |
" Complele in June 1908
o

Connaught Road Central

Des Voeux Road Ceniral .;.I' :

A

Queen's Road Central

Central Reclamation Phase il
Proposed limit for reclamation

Central Reclamation Phase ||
/ Completed in Sept. 1997




20ngoing reclamation for the future Central harbourfront




Incompatible uses and |lacki O Confununy aIO
Lack of physical linkages andivistizl comd'_” 5 T

Lack of mixed-grain and mixed use develop

Aerial View - Designing Hong Kong 2007
http://mww.designinghongkong.com/albums/aerials/pages/aerial%203.htm



0O Lack of spatially well defined open space and ground level activity

O Structures not of human-scale and large block development

0 Predominantly elevated pedestrian linkages from hinterland to
waterfront

0O Traffic congestion and large road footprint close
\aroourtront [ '




. Urban Design Study Area for New Central Harbourfront
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HKSAR Government Planning Department - Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront
http://www.pland.gov.hk/p_study/prog_s/CRUDS/eng_vl/studyarea inf_eng.htm
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HKSAR Government Planning Department - Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront
http://www.pland.gov.hk/p_study/prog_s/CRUDS/eng_v1/studyarea_inf_eng.htm
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Reclaimed Area = 13.13 hectares

Area: 1.89ha

’- *?1 ; | Total Area of Key-Bevelopment
5 Sites 1-8 = 23.86 hectares
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HKSAR Government Planning Department - Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront
http://www.pland.gov.hk/p_study/prog_s/CRUDS/eng_vl/studyarea inf_eng.htm




Scale Comparisons

Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong
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West Kowloon, Hong Kong
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Baltimore Inner Harbour, Maryland, USA

Google 2007 — Google Earth



Sydney Harbourfront, Sydney, Australia
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Government Plans

e lllustrative concept for the New Central Harbourfront

ILetave Co

HABOURERONT ARTS &

¥
Berths for small pléasure crafts

HKSAR Government Planning Department — Background
http://www.pland.gov.hk/p_study/prog_s/CRUDS/eng_vl/background_eng.htm



Urban Design Study Objectives

1. To project a distinctive and high quality image for the CBD and the
new harbourfront

2. To create an attractive harbourfront with quality public and private
developments in a luxuriant landscape setting

3. To create a vibrant harbourfront with a mix of uses and diverse
activities for public enjoyment

4. To create a harmonious visual and physical relationship with the
ridgeline, harbour setting and the CBD

5. To respect the cultural and historical context of Central
6. To improve public accessibility to the harbourfront
7. To create a sustainable design that contributes to economic vitality,

commensurate with traffic, environmental and infrastructural capacity,
and preserves local character and heritage

HKSAR Government Planning Department — Urban Design Objectives
http://www.pland.gov.hk/p_study/prog_s/CRUDS/eng_v1/UDS_O_eng.htm



Design Constraints
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HKSAR Government Planning Department - Urban Design Study for the New Central Harbourfront
http://www.pland.gov.hk/p_study/prog_s/CRUDS/eng_vl/studyarea inf_eng.htm
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e Alternative concepts for relocating Queen’s Pier and the Old Star
Ferry Clock Tower

Concept A Series:

Concept Al Reassembling atithe
Original Location

Concept A2 Reassembling
Close toithe @riginal Location

Queen's Pier .
Reassembling the existing structure of the
Fier at the original location opposite to City
Hall Low Block.

Star Ferry Clock Tower i
Clock Tower stands as a focal point of the
Harbourfront with convenient connection
from the city to the Harbour.

Queen's Pier

Reassembling the existing structure of the
Pier to the west of the onginal location and
close to new open space in front of City Hall.

Star Ferry Clock Tower
Clock Tower stands as a focal point of the
Harbourfront with convenient connection

. from the city to the Harbour,
"‘Numldﬂlﬂnnl: e
" Realignment and delay of works for : \ Considerations:
- Road P2, and adjustment of other \"Au,; ‘Adjustment of infrastructure
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Concept B Series:

Concepli B ""--\'_'“ Approach Concept/B2: Function Approach

with Marine Frantage

Queen’s Pier
The Pier stands close to the Harbour at the
axis extending from City Hall Precinct with
convenient pedestrian access, A linear
relationship with Clock Tower and City Hall
Precinct is created in lieu of the ariginal
triangular relationship. Queen's Pier forms
part of the waterfront promenade.

Queen’s Pier .
The Pier will be reassembled between Plars
9 & 10'to form part of the piers.

Star Ferry Clock Tower
Clock Tower stands as a focal point of the
Harbourfront with convenient connection

Star Ferry Clock Tower = from the city to the Harbour,
Clock Tower stands between Queen's Pier o
and City Hall Low Block to form a nodal point . T Considerations:
Lt and an anchoring space, ool Design review of Piers 9 & 10 to integrate
y . Iy ’\ . ™, "Queen's Pier
s: .;\ lé‘*- -Diﬁlantql@& City Hall Precinct

"
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UDA'’s Response

Incompatible use and lack of linkage to maritime history of the
harbour

Unsympathetic and over-scaled road surfaces
Limitations to incorporate an interesting waterfront profile
Spatially undefined and overly scaled areas of zoned open space

Over-scaled buildings - especially in front of IFC and the
groundscraper

Unwillingness to review the OZP in its entirety
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Communlty Workshop Tin Hau Temple

/. Wanchai Harbourfront Ent _".{iment Pf‘JeCt‘ﬂ-”'_'-”:[_:'\.;'-
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Hong Kong’s Current Limitations

0 The Harbour Protection Ordinance and CFA judgement

protects the harbour while leading to an uninteresting water
edge?

0 Reclamation for roads in order to alleviate traffic congestion is
currently considered a public need....

0 Can harbourfront enhancement pass the “Overriding Public
Needs” Test?



Victoria Harbour District

West,Kowloon
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Key Questions

0 Can Hong Kong successfully create a World Class Harbour
destination to reposition Hong Kong as Asia’s World City and
improve the Quality of Life of its people ?

O How to create an unique identity for “Island North Shore” and
“Kowloon Peninsula’s Shoreline” on either side of the Victoria
Harbour?

0 What is the place of Central Harbourfront within our harbour
district, a true “Gateway” to Hong Kong’s Island North Shore?



Future Central Harbourfront

o How can Central Harbourfront be transformed to become one of
the key destinations?

- What does it take to create a “Central Harbour Place”, a
memorable, vibrant & attractive harbourfront?

- What scale of development, mix of land-marine uses and type of
open space is needed to create an unique harbourfront?

- How can you ensure a high quality pedestrian experience and create
strong visual and physical links from the hinterland?

- How can we design a human-scale, transit and pedestrian oriented
district to ensure the sustainable development?
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Thank You!



