Demand for public boat storage
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Government is urged to provide land and water areas for public boat storage areas.
A study conducted by a research team from the Worcester Polytechnic Institute
(U.S.) over the last two months for the Harbour Business Forum and Designing Hong
Kong recommend three methods to address the shortage of public boat storage
facilities in Hong Kong:

1. Regularize existing informal mooring and beach storage;
2. Allocate land and provide dry rack storage systems;
3. Allocate water areas for moorings.

The research under the title “Boating Left High and Dry: A feasibility study of
publicly-accessible boat storage facilities in Hong Kong” found that Hong Kong has
many beautiful waterways, but boat storage is unavailable to the community due to
high mooring fees and lack of berths. The existing boat berths at private clubs,
public mooring areas, and marine department private moorings are full. If any
moorings at private clubs are available the boat owner cannot afford the membership
and mooring fees.

To help lay the framework for solutions, the research team considered the feasibility
of publicly-accessible boat storage facilities. The recommendations are based on
extensive site visits, and interviews of boat owners and operators of water sports
centres and marina, as well as various stakeholders including the Marine
Department.

The study concluded that the lack of available berths has led to many informal
mooring strategies including: mooring in unprotected waters, tying boats to trees, or
leaving many boats clustered together under bridges. Although these practices are
not illegal, they are unsafe to both the boat and boat owner. The lack of berths is
also deterring residents from investing in a boat, and it is causing the recreational
boating industry to flounder. Moreover, boating equipment is unsuitable for public
transport. Trailers behind private cars or storing at home are not options generally
available for the Hong Kong community.

Comparisons with other countries also showed that there is a large untapped market
for 16-25ft boats. This typical family sized boat is almost absent in Hong Kong as
boating is out of reach for common families. Low cost public storage facilities aimed
at this market would attract sampan owners as well as this largely untapped family
leisure market.

The study specifically identified the need for new mooring and berthing facilities at
Science Park and Sam Mun Tsai in Tolo Harbour, Causeway Bay-Wan Chai and Kwun
Tong in Victoria Harbour and Junk Bay, and Tai Tam Harbour in Hong Kong Island
South. The study also calls to regularize existing informal moorings at Wu Kai Sha
(To Tau beach), Ma On Shan New Fishermen’s Village, Tseung Kwan O Eastern
Channel, Stanley, and similar informal mooring and berthing areas throughout Hong
Kong’s waters and beaches.



With a serious lack of berthing space, Hong Kong’s boating industry is beginning to
fall behind. Fortunately, Hong Kong does have the ability to fix this problem without
harm to the environment and with benefit to the community.

Research Team

The Worcester Polytechnic Institute research team includes Chelsea Cook, Gregory
Freeman, Tyler Wack and Yanxin Zhou. The research sponsors are Designing Hong
Kong and the Harbour Business Forum.

Research Paper

= The presentation
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/25318354/Demand%20for%?20Public%20Storage.pptx

= Interesting photos taken during study
http://flic.kr/s/aHsjyYhdnx

More Information, please contact:
= Brenda Fung, Harbour Business Forum, 2784 3938,brenda@bec.org.hk
= Eva Tam, Designing Hong Kong, 3104 2765, eva@designinghongkong.com
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